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ave you ever thought about the

fact that youbo
Even though you d
still a church
worker! As

baptised childrer
of God each one
of us has been
called to work in
Godods Ct
serve our Lord
with the gifts he
has given us.
Now serving
God is not an
optional extra fol
Christians and
the Church, but it is what we do becal
of who we are. And no matter how
young or old we are, all of us have
something to offer.

| was thinking about this the other
day in relation to baptism. For a small
pari sh we have a
great joy and blessing, yet sadly many
who are baptised never return.

We need to remember and think
about the fact that when the pastor
baptises on behalf of God and the
Church, it is not simply his
responsibility to nurture that family in

and M t
walk with Jesusi t 6s t he r|e
of¢he \whole Ghurehcahd thatomeang |r -
you. &ach af us has thawonderfuly of u -

privilege,
responsibility and
joy to pray for the
baptised and to set
them a good
example. The
latter we can do ip
lots of different
ways: by coming
to church
regularly
ourselves, sharing
our faith with
those who are
Isew, by visiting or giving a call to thosg
whom we donodot see| |
perhaps even inviting them into our
homes. Let me encourage you to do
these things, not as a burden, but out|of
thankfulness for the many ways in whjch
Gaslhas blgssed W9 m, and |i
y  And speaking of blessings, what a
blessing our school has been to us. Ag |
write this article our parish is beginning
to talk about the possibility of calling a
second pastor witl|h
responsibilities at Victory Lutheran
(Continued on pag@)

the faith and encourage them in their
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(Continued from pagg#)

Coll egeo. 11t0s a
the school, and i
our head around the sheer size of this
community and the opportunities it
provides for us to share the Gospel. G
District President, Greg Pietsch has
certainly encouraged us to go down th
track of applying to call for a second
pastor. And if this is the desire of the
parish, then Godavilling it will happen!

The Advent Season

Well soon it will be Advent and the
we wi | | be abl e t
just around the c
exciting time in my childhood days,
when mum would put the Advent wreeé
up, weod6d I ight th
came to the fourth candle, then we kn
Christmas wasnot
loved Christmas, and so did | (I still dg
but | 6m not sure
always for the right reasons. By this |
mean | looked forward to the
unwrapping of presents more than
anything else, which | guess is rather
typical of most children! Of course
Advent is a happy time of the year
because it points to Christmas, to that
great event when Jesus was born.

But to see the importance of all of
this, | etdos first

thousands of years to a terrible traged
bom fal khngoamaouai
and the daynwhen our farst gareritsh a
Adam and Eve, listened to Satan,
rebelled against God and broke
)celationship with him. On that day the)
fell into sin and the whole of the hum3g
leace with them became alienated fron

God. That s a sad
but i tds al so not
God didnot wr it

but instead he promised to send a
gaviour, who would take care of our s
dndaht ophadamechhng s
gsireeAnchwhat @Qd erf_élS§d, a l
happened! On that first Christmas nig
fpodo6s Son, Jesus

worlgy and npyw wesyet agaif RIepale
KSRplebrate his birth and what he came

gogand hasdang!.  our f am
), So during Advent we actually look
bagk ardyprepane © aedchrate aw eve
that has already happened. And we
celebrate this event because even thg
it has happened i
belong to the past; rather it is an even
that has evepresent and eternal
significance for us and for all people.
Christ has come. Christ has died.
Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
t Ragtar Joa.

| ook back

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus (Rev 22:20b).

V.
t
t
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Christmas Service Times

Dec 20 . No morning service St Mar
Dec 20 7:00 p.m. Christmas Readings and Carols St Mar
Dec24 7.00p.m. Chri st mas Eve and CHhti |Jahe
Dec 25 8:30 a.m. Christmas Day Service w/ HC St Mar
Dec 25 10:30 a.m. Christmas Day Service w/ HC St Joh
Dec 26 No Service St Joh
Dec 27 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion St Mar
Dec 27 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion St Joh

- All other services for January are as normal.

End of Year Closing Service
This year 6s closing AT
Lutheran College
Tuesday 8Dec 09, Beginning at 7.00 p.m.
Auditorium at Catholic College Wodonga
All are welcome
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Why | Hate Computers

(This rather Atongu
written by Pastor Mark Tuffin, Maitland
Parish, SA; and is used with permission)
have a confession to make: | hate
comput er s. Donoif
know they are a necessary evil, and th
would be lost without one, but though
they are necessar
them from al so be
discovered that there are many peoplé
who feel the same way (perhaps you ¢

to). Why do | hate computers?

1. Because they waste time.

This is the most ironic reason of all,
because we are told that one of the m
important things that computers have
doneissavetime But t hat
anyone who owns a computer will tell
you. | have spent far too long doing fa
too little because my computer has

crashed, or woul d
supposed to do. And even when it doe
d 0 nwhlaaekiot @ast isalpep
spent far too much time trying to locat
what | am | ooking
| ine than usual a
y o€ tc aMe pYer %'t tly
Riskalled a new, supafficient computer
net wor k. Whenever
¥xhaudt &dm, tie B4R, thlibrarg
t A€ BARoAREVHbAsNnb?P

'the same excuse.

j?. Because they make life harder, ng
easier.
| thought computers were supposed tq
make life easier. | thought they were
there to serve usnot us to serve them.
But mark my words, it isiswho are
doing the serving. Take one time whel
wanted to register a car, but not in my
own name, in the name of the church.
spent over half an hour filling in the
forms and submitting them to the vehi
registration bureau only to be told that
the computer woul

Do you hear thatthe computer
woul dnodot all ow it
care whether the computer allowed it
not, it was not up to the computer.

Apparently it was]|.
gsqrvingwho?

3. Because they hook you in, like a
849 nonsense, as

When you buy a computer you

be registered in the name of the churgh.

always have your hand in your pocket,

(7))
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(Continued from pagé)

Therebs al ways so
or faster, to make your computer work
more efficiently. But it never does. A
person | know was given a free compt

says that should have made him
suspicious: AComp
thing the university has ever given
awayo. It was an
remembers that the devil gave away &

In his quest to make it work, he bough
every accessory conceivable by the m
of man. Seven different experts
recommended seven different things t
Ansol ve the probl e
Ethernets, airports, a different service
provider, a separate modem, special
instructional courses, and (surprise,
surprise) buying a new computer.
4. Because they make no sense.
One thing | have learned: never u:
the Ahel pdo funct.i
who write the pro
how to explain things in plain English.
So you wono6t find
guestion | i ke nHo
wor k?0 I nstead vyo
guestions you are not asking, questiof
t hat make no sens
global templates and agdn s 0 .
earth does that m
organise field ty
Sounds like you are trying to electrify ¢
paddock!

5. Because they make our children

by the university he was working for. Hminds of the computer literate are no

apple, too, and look what came of that.

Woaputero( Ni

dumber, not smarter.

me [tast yelrghe pedple whoGsét thed
tertiary entrance exams dropped the
ARanal ogi eso part
Iigfcause no one could do it anymore.

uters are the onl
Appl e computer. H
n
t
ind
D
mo including rout

longer literate. Students used to find
ordinary logic fairly easy and
mathematical logic (digital logic) fairly
har d. Now itds ex
seomputers are fairly and squarely to
blame.because the pe
g r lam goeng to sharaadsécretkwitio
y ou. | t 6s the sim
fabulowes wealth avai@ble taday. Ifaou

it is teahrolbgicélly vergl eaay marsd whes
i do. However: No one will ever do it,
e Doiwkae youlaldk® MakéBamba d
cal | It a
ean?a®dk?nNBowmpt 9 p

pad dodnewhtabeba
wr i ter with a secr
you ar e. |l t doesn

do thispyouywdl becama kewry, varytrich.
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