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H  ave you ever thought about the 

fact that youôre a church worker?  

Even though you donôt get paid, youôre 

still a church 

worker! As 

baptised children 

of God each one 

of us has been 

called to work in 

Godôs Church, to 

serve our Lord 

with the gifts he 

has given us. 

Now serving 

God is not an 

optional extra for 

Christians and 

the Church, but it is what we do because 

of who we are. And no matter how 

young or old we are, all of us have 

something to offer. 

I was thinking about this the other 

day in relation to baptism. For a small 

parish we have a lot of them, and itôs a 

great joy and blessing, yet sadly many 

who are baptised never return. 

We need to remember and think 

about the fact that when the pastor 

baptises on behalf of God and the 

Church, it is not simply his 

responsibility to nurture that family in 

the faith and encourage them in their 

walk with Jesus - itôs the responsibility 

of the whole Church, and that means 

you. Each of us has the wonderful 

privilege, 

responsibility and 

joy to pray for the 

baptised and to set 

them a good 

example. The 

latter we can do in 

lots of different 

ways: by coming 

to church 

regularly 

ourselves, sharing 

our faith with 

those who are 

new, by visiting or giving a call to those 

whom we donôt see that often, or 

perhaps even inviting them into our 

homes. Let me encourage you to do 

these things, not as a burden, but out of 

thankfulness for the many ways in which 

God has blessed you. 

And speaking of blessings, what a 

blessing our school has been to us. As I 

write this article our parish is beginning 

to talk about the possibility of calling a 

second pastor with ñsignificant pastoral 

responsibilities at Victory Lutheran 
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Collegeò. Itôs a big faith community at 

the school, and itôs important that we get 

our head around the sheer size of this 

community and the opportunities it 

provides for us to share the Gospel. Our 

District President, Greg Pietsch has 

certainly encouraged us to go down the 

track of applying to call for a second 

pastor. And if this is the desire of the 

parish, then God-willing it will happen! 

The Advent Season 
Well soon it will be Advent and then 

we will be able to say that ñChristmas is 

just around the cornerò. It was always an 

exciting time in my childhood days, 

when mum would put the Advent wreath 

up, weôd light the candles, and when we 

came to the fourth candle, then we knew 

Christmas wasnôt far away. Our family 

loved Christmas, and so did I (I still do), 

but Iôm not sure my excitement was 

always for the right reasons. By this I 

mean I looked forward to the 

unwrapping of presents more than 

anything else, which I guess is rather 

typical of most children! Of course 

Advent is a happy time of the year 

because it points to Christmas, to that 

great event when Jesus was born. 

But to see the importance of all of 

this, letôs first take a look back some 

thousands of years to a terrible tragedy. 

Iôm talking about the Garden of Eden 

and the day when our first parents, 

Adam and Eve, listened to Satan, 

rebelled against God and broke 

relationship with him. On that day they 

fell into sin and the whole of the human 

race with them became alienated from 

God. Thatôs a sad story, not a happy one, 

but itôs also not the end of the story! 

God didnôt write us off on that day, 

but instead he promised to send a 

Saviour, who would take care of our sin 

and itôs damning consequences. and set 

us free! And what God promised, 

happened! On that first Christmas night, 

Godôs Son, Jesus was born into the 

world, and now we yet again prepare to 

celebrate his birth and what he came to 

do, and has done! 

So during Advent we actually look 

back and prepare to celebrate an event 

that has already happened. And we 

celebrate this event because even though 

it has happened in the past it doesnôt 

belong to the past; rather it is an event 

that has ever-present and eternal 

significance for us and for all people. 

Christ has come. Christ has died.  

Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus (Rev 22:20b). 

Pastor Joe. 
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Christmas Service Times  

Dec 20 . No morning service  St Markôs 

Dec 20 7:00 p.m. Christmas Readings and Carols  St Markôs 

Dec 24 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve and Childrenôs Presentation St Johnôs 

Dec 25 8:30 a.m. Christmas Day Service w/ HC St Markôs 

Dec 25 10:30 a.m. Christmas Day Service w/ HC St Johnôs 

Dec 26  No Service St Johnôs 

Dec 27 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion St Markôs 

Dec 27 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion St Johnôs 

All other services for January are as normal. 

End of Year Closing Service  
This yearôs closing service for Victory 

Lutheran College 

Tuesday 8Dec 09, Beginning at 7.00 p.m. 

Auditorium at Catholic College Wodonga 

All are welcome 
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Why I Hate Computers 

(This rather ñtongue in cheekò article was 

written by Pastor Mark Tuffin, Maitland 

Parish, SA; and is used with permission) 

I   have a confession to make: I hate 

computers. Donôt get me wrong: I 

know they are a necessary evil, and that I 

would be lost without one, but though 

they are necessary, that doesnôt stop 

them from also being an óevilô. Iôve 

discovered that there are many people 

who feel the same way (perhaps you do 

to). Why do I hate computers? 

1. Because they waste time. 

This is the most ironic reason of all, 

because we are told that one of the most 

important things that computers have 

done is save time. But thatôs nonsense, as 

anyone who owns a computer will tell 

you. I have spent far too long doing far 

too little because my computer has 

crashed, or wouldnôt do what it is 

supposed to do. And even when it does 

do what itôs supposed to do, I still have 

spent far too much time trying to locate 

what I am looking for. If thereôs a longer 

line than usual at a shopôs cash register, 

you can be pretty sure theyôve just 

installed a new, super-efficient computer 

network. Whenever your carôs fuel 

exhaust system, the bank, the library, or 

the phone doesnôt work, you can expect 

the same excuse. 

2. Because they make life harder, not 

easier. 

I thought computers were supposed to 

make life easier. I thought they were 

there to serve us - not us to serve them. 

But mark my words, it is us who are 

doing the serving. Take one time when I 

wanted to register a car, but not in my 

own name, in the name of the church. I 

spent over half an hour filling in the 

forms and submitting them to the vehicle 

registration bureau only to be told that 

the computer wouldnôt allow my car to 

be registered in the name of the church. 

Do you hear that - the computer 

wouldnôt allow it! I told them I donôt 

care whether the computer allowed it or 

not, it was not up to the computer. 

Apparently it was. So, I ask again, whoôs 

serving who? 

3. Because they hook you in, like a 

drug. 

When you buy a computer you 

always have your hand in your pocket. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Thereôs always something new, or better, 

or faster, to make your computer work 

more efficiently. But it never does. A 

person I know was given a free computer 

by the university he was working for. He 

says that should have made him 

suspicious: ñComputers are the only 

thing the university has ever given 

awayò. It was an Apple computer. He 

remembers that the devil gave away an 

apple, too, and look what came of that. 

In his quest to make it work, he bought 

every accessory conceivable by the mind 

of man. Seven different experts 

recommended seven different things to 

ñsolve the problemò including routers, 

Ethernets, airports, a different service 

provider, a separate modem, special 

instructional courses, and (surprise, 

surprise) buying a new computer. 

4. Because they make no sense. 

One thing I have learned: never use 

the ñhelpò function because the people 

who write the programmes donôt know 

how to explain things in plain English. 

So you wonôt find the answer to a simple 

question like ñHow do you make it 

work?ò Instead you will find answers to 

questions you are not asking, questions 

that make no sense like ñHow to add 

global templates and add-onsò. What on 

earth does that mean? Or ñHow to 

organise field types and switchesò. 

Sounds like you are trying to electrify a 

paddock! 

5. Because they make our children 

dumber, not smarter. 

Last year the people who set the 

tertiary entrance exams dropped the 

ñanalogiesò part of the universal test 

because no one could do it anymore. The 

minds of the computer literate are no 

longer literate. Students used to find 

ordinary logic fairly easy and 

mathematical logic (digital logic) fairly 

hard. Now itôs exactly the opposite and 

computers are fairly and squarely to 

blame. 

I am going to share a secret with 

you. Itôs the simplest and easiest road to 

fabulous wealth available today. If you 

do this, you will become very, very rich.  

It is technologically very easy and cheap 

to do. However: No one will ever do it. 

Do what you ask? Make a Dumb 

Computer. (I call it a DC). Whatôs a DC, 

you ask? Simply put, itôs a computer that 

can do nothing but typeébut a type 

writer with a screen. Itôs not smarter than 

you are. It doesnôt lose files. It doesnôt 
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