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ñPastor Joeôs Report ò 

T o my dear brothers and sisters in 

Christ, who have been redeemed 

and sanctified in Christ Jesus. Grace and 

peace to you from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ! 

This greeting is the greeting of St Paul 

to the Christians in Corinth. He goes on 

to say, ñI always thank God for you 

because of his grace given you in Christ 

Jesus. For in him you have been 

enriched in every way- in 

all your speaking and in all 

your knowledge- because 

our testimony about Christ 

was confirmed in youò (1 

Corinthians 1:4-6). 

Iôve been thinking a lot 

about that word, ñGraceò, lately. Fresh in 

my mind is the recent funeral of one of 

the saints, our brother Ted. It was the 

grace of God that sustained Ted 

throughout his life, and the grace of God 

that carried him to his heavenly home. 

Two of the hymns that we sung on the 

day we laid Ted to rest, express grace 

beautifully, ñAmazing Grace, (Tedôs 

favourite), and Rock of Ages. 

ñNothing in my hands I bring, 

Simply to Thy cross I cling; 

Naked come to Thee for dress; 

Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; 

Wash me Saviour, or I dieò 

(Rock of Ages Vs.3). 

We exist by the grace of God and we 

live to eternity with all the saints, by the 

grace of God. We are saved by grace 

through faith in Christ says St Paul 

(Ephesians 2:8). But how do we receive 

such faith? Of course faith is 

a gift of the Holy Spirit, but 

it is also something that is 

passed on from one 

generation to the next. As 

parents we have the 

important task of nurturing 

our children in the faith, as 

we promise to do in the Rite of Baptism. 

Integral to this task is our responsibility 

to bring them to Godôs house. 

The Heritage of Faith 

In his wonderful book, ñGrace Upon 

Graceò, John Kleinig speaks on the 

Heritage of Faith. He writes, ñOne of my 

earliest memories is of attending 

church with my family. I must have 

been about three or four years old 

because I remember that I was too old 

to sit on my motherôs lap. That place 
(Continued on page 2) 
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was taken either by my younger brother, 

Marcus, or my younger sister, Naomi. 

Instead, as a special treat, I was allowed 

to sit on my fatherôs lap for the service. 

Sitting on my fatherôs lap was 

memorable enough in itself because 

that happened rarely in a family of 

eight children. Yet something was even 

more memorable than that: my father 

had me physically mimic him during 

the service. When he sat on the pew, I 

sat on his knees. When he stood, he 

held me in his arms. When he knelt for 

the Confession of Sins and the singing 

of the Holy! Holy! Holy!ò I knelt on the 

kneeler between his knees. When he 

sang he pointed to the words in the 

hymnal, even though I could not yet 

read. When he prayed, he folded my 

little hands in his chapped farmerôs 

hands. Most remarkably, when he went 

forward to receive the body and blood 

of our lord Jesus, he took me forward 

with himéI remember how awestruck I 

was to be taken right into the sanctuary 

where I knelt with my father before the 

altar. It was almost as if I had been 

taken to heaven itselfò. 

These words from John are very 

instructive in what we try and do for our 

children in terms of passing on the faith. 

We aim, not to keep them amused in 

church so that they remain quiet, but 

rather we aim to lead them to participate 

in the liturgy itself. Too often we go 

down the track of thinking that we have 

to involve our children (and others) in 

church in order to keep them in church. 

But what happens if their involvement 

ceases? Do they stop coming to church? 

Sadly often the answer to that question is 

Yes! The best answer is to teach your 

children to participate in the liturgy and 

so become receptive to Godôs grace. Its 

hard work, but it has eternal benefits in 

terms of faith and life! As a pastor, I 

have experienced on numerous occasions 

how a personôs love for, and appreciation 

of worship increases, dramatically once 

they have come to understand the liturgy 

and how God is at work, serving his 

people. 

Of course, passing on this heritage of 

faith requires parents who remain in the 

faith and are able to teach their children 

the faith. A regular prayer life, worship 

life and devotional life are essential 

prerequisites that all parents need to 

engage in if they want God to grow them 

into the fullness of Christ, equip them for 

service, and empower them to fulfil their 
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duties as Christian parents.  

With that in mind, I encourage you to 

engage with Godôs Word, attend Bible 

Studies when they are offered in our 

parish, and worship regularly. For 

parents and other interested members of 

our Parish, there is a ñChild Youth and 

Family Ministry Conferenceò coming 

up soon. From May 1-3, St Paulôs Box 

Hill is hosting this conference that is 

aimed at equipping parents and 

congregations in the faith nurture of their 

children. Please see me if you would like 

further details. 

The economic recession- a pastoral 

response 

What can we Christians say at times 

like this, when so many people are 

suffering because of the financial 

downturn? What is the basis for our hope 

that we can share with people who 

question Godôs goodness and perhaps 

even if he exists? 

Well the first thing to be said is that 

times like this are always a call to 

repentance, to get down on our hands 

and knees and acknowledge that we live 

in a society (of which we are a part) of 

over-consumption driven by greed. As 

individuals and as the church we are 

called to offer up our prayers to God, on 

behalf of the world, and to cry out, ñLord 

have mercyò. 

Such times also provide us with the 

opportunity to remember the goodness of 

the Lord, and to acknowledge that he 

ñsatisfies the desires of every living 

thingò (Psalm 145:16). God is at work 

providentially caring for all people 

through other people. And if God cares 

even for the humble sparrow, how much 

more will he care for his own children? 

When our neighbour and those around 

us are suffering we are called to reach 

out with the love and compassion of 

Christ, to offer practical help and support 

where we can and to the extent that we 

are able. 

Victory Lutheran 

College 

Another school year 

has begun, and for my 

wife, Julie and I, it has 

special significance- 

Lucy begins her first 

year as a prep! I am 

now not just the pastor, but a school 

parent! 

We are really looking forward to 

seeing Lucy grow and feel truly blessed 

to have enrolled Lucy at VLC. I hear 

frequently heard from people Iôve never 

previously met, how much their children 

love going to Victory and ñwhat a 

wonderful school it isò. 

I like to think people say thiséno I 

know they say it, because we are a 

Christian, Christ centred school, with 

teachers and staff who personify the love 

and compassion of our Lord in all they 

do. I have had the opportunity to meet 

the new staff and Iôm really looking 

forward to getting to know them and 

supporting them in any way I can. 
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Our new teachers for 2009 are: Joanne 

Brown, Sarah Dobson, Hannah Huf, 

Brian Lannen, and Talay Courtney. 

Please make yourself known to these 

teachers and remember to keep them and 

the school community in your prayers. 

It has also been wonderful to work 

with Cain, our Principal. One of my 

friends from Box Hill days, who was 

here for our District Convention, held in 

October, 2008, remarked of Cain, ñThat 

young man has wisdom and vision 

beyond his yearsò. I would say he has 

both those things, and I would add that 

he also has the servant heart of Christ. 

He exemplifies this in his role in the 

school community and in his willingness 

to be involved in the life of St Johnôs. I 

want to also say how good it is to have 

Pastor John Simboras around the place. 

Heôs a really nice older pastor, very kind 

and helpful, and I have benefitted 

enormously from his years of experience 

and obvious wisdom. 

As for what this year holds. Aside 

from my on-going role at the school 

(including teacher support, Bible studies, 

and regular school worship), I plan to 

run another pastorôs class, and over a 

period of time, think through the whole 

issue of how we can best serve the 

school in terms of its future mission and 

ministry needs.  

As the school continues to grow, we 

need to think through what that means in 

terms of the opportunities and challenges 

to proclaim and enact the Gospel in a 

community whose rhythm is not 

governed by Sunday worship, but by 

curriculum and school terms. 

Where children come to faith in the 

context of a school, how do we, as a 

congregation support and encourage 

them to express their faith in the ñliving 

body of Christò; namely the church? 

How do we here at St Johnôs and St 

Markôs support Cain in his dual role as 

Principal and Spiritual Head of the 

school? 

There are many questions we need to 

ask, and along with our school 

community grapple with. Some of those 

questions have to do with how we can 

most effectively (and wisely) utilise the 

resources that we have in our parish, to 

serve the areas of biggest need. 

Using our Gifts 

ñWe have different gifts according to 

the grace given usò (Romans 12:6). 

As children of God, none of us can say 

that we donôt have gifts. According to 

Godôs grace, we have all been gifted 

with gifts. What are your gifts? This is a 

question we all need to think about. After 
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you have worked out what your gift is, 

the next question to ask is, ñHow can I 

use it?ò You see God gives all people 

gifts and he wants us to use them in 

service toward one another. To not use 

our gifts is to dishonour Christ. 

Now may be your gift is in the area of 

administration. If so, have you though 

about a role on Parish Council. Maybe 

you are gifted in working with children 

and could be involved in ministry to our 

children and young people. Perhaps your 

gift is the gift of hospitality or 

encouragement. As the children of God, 

you donôt exist for yourself, but rather 

you belong to each other and therefore 

you are called to serve each other by 

sharing your gifts, ñso that the body of 

Christ may be built upò (Ephesians 

4:12). 

Christian Freedom 

In recent times, (particularly with the 

Epiphany 4 reading, 1 Corinthians 8:1-

13 in mind), I have been prompted to say 

something on the topic of Christian 

Freedom. One of our confessional 

writings that we as a church subscribe to, 

The Formula of Concord has an article 

that deals with this topic. It comes under 

the title, Rites that are called Adiaphora 

or things Different. What the writers 

have in mind are all the customs and 

practices of the church: the building, the 

liturgical colours, the kind of music we 

have, the instruments we use, the 

structures of church organisation, the 

time at which services are held etcetera. 

Of all these things the Formula of 

Concord states that they are, ñNeither 

commanded or forbidden in the Word of 

God but have been introduced into the 

church in the interest of good order and 

the general welfareò (p. 492). 

In essence what is being said is that 

while many of these things may be good, 

they are non- essential. The only things 

that are essential in church are the 

proclamation of the Gospel, and the 

sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy 

Communion. 

Sometimes we get too caught up in 

human traditions and ways of doing 

things that God himself does not insist 

on, and can in fact inhibit the Gospel we 

are trying to proclaim. As a pastor it is 

my role to safeguard and protect was is 

essential and necessary for good order. 

In everything else we have freedom to 

change, to innovate, and to do things 

differently than they were done before. 

And this is a good thing. But sometimes, 

let it be noted, we also have to sacrifice 

our freedoms in the non-essentials for 

the greater good, and for the sake of our 

weaker brother or sister, who have not 

yet discovered or lived in the freedom of 

the Gospel. 

Friedemann Hebart in ñOne In The 

Gospelò concludes with the following 

words. Freedom is a great privilege to 

be enjoyed. We have the freedom for 

and from the freedom from church 

(Continued from page 4) 
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traditions. But freedom is also a great 

responsibility to be guarded. We dare 

not allow ourselves to be constricted on 

our one essential task: to point to the 

love of God in Jesus Christò (p. 126). 

Pastoral Acts 

In the year 2008 there were: 12 

baptisms, 7 burials and 3 weddings. 

Thank youôs 

I want to close by saying a big thank 

you to all of you. I love you dearly as my 

brothers and sisters in Christ, and it has, 

by Godôs grace, been a privilege to serve 

you. Thank you for your prayers, for 

your faithfulness, for your practical help 

as our family grows, for your words of 

encouragement and love, and for your 

support in so many ways. 

You have been Christ to me, and I pray 

that our Lord will continue to sustain me 

and give me good health so that I can 

carry on with his ministry in this place 

and serve you as we continue to grow 

together in Christ. 

I leave you with the words of St Paul 

to the congregation in Philippi, ñAnd the 

peace of God which passes all 

understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally 

brothers and sister, whatever is true, 

whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is admirable- if anything is 

excellent or praiseworthy- think about 

such things. Whatever you have learned 

or received or heard from me, or seen 

in me- put it into practice. And the God 

of peace will be with you.ò 

In Christ and his service, 

Pastor Joe, Lent, 2009 




