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0 my dear brothers and sisters i Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Christ, who have been redeemed  Foul, | to the fountain fly;
and sanctified in Christ Jesus. Graceand Was h me Saviour
peace to you from God our Father ang (Rock of Ages Vs.3).

the Lord Jesus Christ! We exist by the grace of God and ws

This greeting Is the greeting of St Payile 1o eternity with all the saints, by thie

to the Christians in Corinth. He goes dQrace of God. We are saved by grace
tosayf | al ways t hankyoff fith in Shrist ¥a§sist Paul

because of higracegiven you in Christ(gphesians 2:8). But how do we receiye

Jesus. For in him you have been such faith? Of course faith
enriched in every wayin | " a gift of the Holy Spirit, but
all your speaking and in all | it is also something that is
your knowledge because passed on from one
our testimony about Christ " generation to the next. As
was confirme ;gaﬂentswehavethe
Corinthians 1:46). "~ important task of nurturing
l 6ve been t bw? ¢hildren in the faith, as

about that word, |{Jdpromiceaddo in ihéHit®df Baptisn. I
my mind is the recent funeral of one ofintegral to this task is our responsibility

the saints, our brother Ted. Itwasthe|{t o0 br i n g them to
grace of God that sustained Ted The Heritage of Faith

throughout his life, and the grace of Gpd, |, /i s
that carried him to his heavenly home

wonder f ul
Gr aceo, John KI ei

Two of the hymns that we sung on theH eritage of Paeiotny.

day we laid Ted to rest, express grace

. N earliest memories is of attend'ﬁ .
beautifully, nAma %h'ur@hq/vitha{yﬁar‘r}i@.w must a\%/éj 0S

favourite), and Rock of Ages. been about three or four years old

ANothing 1 n my Iha&€eS rethemBef thabvas too old

Simply to Thy cross | cling; to sit on my moth
Naked come to Thee for dress; (Continued on pagg)
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(Continued from pag#)
was taken either by my younger broth
Marcus, or my younger sister, Naomi.
Instead, as a special treat, | was allow
to sit on my fath
Sitting on my fa
memorable enough in itself because
that happened rarely in a family of
eight children. Yet something was eve
more memorable than that: my father
had me physically mimic him during
the service. When he sat on the pew,
sat on his knees. When he stood, he
held me in his arms. When he knelt fo
the Confession of Sins and the singing
of the Holy! Hol vy
kneeler between his knees. When he
sang he pointed to the words in the
hymnal, even though | could not yet
read. When he prayed, he folded my
|l ittl e hands i1 n h
hands. Most remarkably, when he wel
forward to receive the body and blood
of our lord Jesus, he took me forward
with himéel rememb
was to be taken right into the sanctual
where | knelt with my father before the
altar. It was almost as if | had been
taken to heaven
These words from John are very
instructive in what we try and do for o
children in terms of passing on the faif
We aim, not to keep them amused in
church so that they remain quiet, but

in the liturgy itself. Too often we go
down the track of thinking that we hav

rather we aim to lead them to participateto the fuliness of Christ, equip them
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God communicates His
Word through the father
to their children.

n

to involve our children (and others) in

church in order to keep them in church.

But what happens if their involvement

Badly @ftenythe gnswer tthakquestio
Yes! The best answer is to teach your
children to participate in the liturgy ant
SO become recepti
hard work, but it has eternal benefits i
ferns & faidd pngl bfel Asfa pastef.d r
pave experienced on numerous occas
how a personods | o
of worship increases, dramatically ong
ey hayeopmegdopaderstand thelitu
and how God is at work, serving his
speople.

Of course, passing on this heritage f
faith eeguiras parents who remain in tt

ifhe faith. A regular prayer life, worship
Hfe and devotional life are essential
prerequisites that all parents need to
engage in if they want God to grow thq

service, and empower them to fulfil thg
e

ceases? Do they stop coming to churg

faith and are able to teach their childre
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(Continued on pag8)
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duties as Christian parents.

With that in mind, | encourage you tt
engage with Godos
Studies when they are offered in our
parish, and worship regularly. For
parents and other interested members

our Parish, thereis@Chi | d Yo
Family Mini st ecomingC
up soon. From May-B , St Pa

Hill is hosting this conference that is
aimed at equipping parents and
congregations in the faith nurture of th
children. Please see me if you would |
further detalils.

The economic recessiocra pastoral

response

What can we Christians say at times
like this, when so many people are
suffering because of the financial
downturn? What is the basis for our hg
that we can share with people who
guestion Godds go
even if he exists?

Well the first thing to be said is that
times like this are always a call to
repentance, to get down on our hands
and knees and acknowledge that we |
in a society (of which we are a part) of
overconsumption driven by greed. As
individuals and as the church we are
called to offer up our prayers to God, ¢
behal f of the wor
have mercyo.

Such times also provide us with the
opportunity toremembethe goodness (
the Lord, and to acknowledge that he
Nnsatisfies the de

t hingo
providentially caring for all people
thastagh ether people. And il Gog ¢ate
even for the humble sparrow, how mu
more will he care for his own children?
, ofWhen our neighbour and those arou
us ard suféenngd we are called to reackh
ouh viitle thedavecaeadocompassion of
CHrigt, 40 ofleppxactical help and supp
where we can and to the extent that w
are able.

{WEE}

Victory Lutheran
College

Another school year
has begun, and for my
wife, Julie and |, it has
special significance
Lucy begins her first
year as a prep! | am
ppew not just the pastor, but a school
parent!

0 Weageselly Podkidg farveard tba p

v

to have enrolled Lucy at VLC. | hear
frequently heard
Yeove going to Vic
wonder ful school

I | i ke to think
know they say it, because we are a
DG hristian, Christ centred school, with
te@chers ant dtafftwido perdonify tiveu
and compassion of our Lord in all they
do. | have had the opportunity to meet
f he new staff and
forward to getting to know them and
supporéng thentin aayway | gan.| i

(Psal m 145]:

seeing Lucy grow and feel truly blesse

previously met, how much their childre
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(Continued from pag8)

Our new teachers for 2009 are: Joa
Brown, Sarah Dobson, Hannah Huf,
Brian Lannen, and Talay Courtney.
Please make yourself known to these
teachers and remember to keep them
the school community in your prayers

It has also been wonderful to work
with Cain, our Principal. One of my
friends from Box Hill days, who was

October, 2008, r e
young man has wisdom and vision
beyond his year so
both those things, and | would add ths
he also has the servant heart of Chris]
He exemplifies this in his role in the
school community and in his willingne
to be involved in
want to also say how good it is to hav

Heds a really ni
and helpful, and | have benefitted
enormously from his years of experier
and obvious wisdom.

As for what this year holds. Aside
from my ongoing role at the school
(including teacher support, Bible studi
and regular school worship), | plan to
run another pasto
period of time, think through the wholg
issue of how we can best serve the
school in terms of its future mission ar
ministry needs.

As the school continues to grow, we
need to think through what that meang
terms of the opportunities and challen

C

here for our District Convention, heldiiMa r k 0 s

Pastor John Simboras around the place.

to proclaim and enact the Gospel in a
g@nmunity whose rhythm is not
governed by Sunday worship, but by
curriculum and school terms.

Where children come to faith in the
aodtext of a school, how do we, as a
congregation support and encourage
them to express t
body of Chri st 0;
How do we here at
support Ca
Rrancipkl erdl Spirifual Besd afithe i
school?

. There aveomahydjuestiony wemeed
sk, and along with our school

guestions have to do with how we can

resotrees that we daveitfi ourdparish)
serve the areas of biggest need.

@GlFTS T©

P'S,
Using our Gifts

rdwe cthave ,diafnfde oo

't he grace given u

fhat we dondt hav
Godobés grace, we h
with gifts. What are your gifts? This is
sdaestion we all need to think about. Af
ges

community grapple with. Some of thos

gy ost effectively (and wisely) utilise the

As children of God, none of us can $

a
ter
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(Continued from pagé)
you have worked out what your gift is,
the next question
use 1It?20 You see
gifts and he wants us to use them in
service toward one another. To not us
our gifts is to dishonour Christ.
Now may be your gift is in the area ¢
administration. If so, have you though
about a role on Parish Council. Maybe
you are gifted in working with children
and could be involved in ministry to ou
children and young people. Perhaps v
gift is the gift of hospitality or

encouragement. As the children of God, Sometimes we get too caught up in

you dono6t exi st f
you belong to each other and therefor
you are called to serve each other by

sharing your gi ft
Christ may be bui
4:12).

Christian Freedom
In recent times, (particularly with the
Epiphany 4 reading, 1 Corinthians 8:1
13 in mind), | have been prompted to !
something on the topic of Christian
Freedom. One of our confessional
writings that we as a church subscribeg
The Formula of Concord has an article
thatdeals with this topic. It comes und
the title,Rites that are called Adiaphor:
or things DifferentWhat the writers
have in mind are all the customs and
practices of the church: the building, ti
liturgical colours, the kind of music we
have, the instruments we use, the
structures of church organisation, the

pf In essence what is being said is that

time at which services are held etcete
Of all these things the Formula of
Cdnaord atatds that they aréNHeoi wt
Gomnchanded or éorbidderi in thepWerd

the general wel f a
while many of these things may be go
they are nonessential. The only things
that are essential in church are the
proclamation of the Gospel, and the
@acraments of Holy Baptism and Holy

Communion.

Aumanytraditisns ehd ways ofteing
things that God himself does not insist
on, and can in fact inhibit the Gospel {
are tryingst®@protlding As a pdster it i
Iy rolelt® safeglidrdrahde®tec was
essential and necessary for good orde
In everything else we have freedom ta
change, to innovate, and to do things

let it be noted, we also have to sacrifig
our freedoms in the neassentials for
tiee greater good, and for the sake of ¢
sweaker brother or sister, who have no
afet discovered or lived in the freedom
ithe Gospel.

Friedemann Hebar
Gospel 06 concludes
words.Freedom is a great privilege to
be enjoyed. We have the freedom for
and from the freedom from church

(Continued on pagé)
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differently than they were done before|
sand this is a good thing. But sometime
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traditions. But freedom is also a great
responsibility to be guarded. We dare
not allow ourselves to be constricted ¢
our one essential task: to point to the
| ove of God in Je
Pastoral Acts
In the year 2008 there were: 12
baptisms, 7 burials and 3 weddings.
Thank youbos
| want to close by saying a big thank

brothers and sisters in Christ, and it h:
by Godobés grace, b
you. Thank you for your prayers, for

as our family grows, for your words of
encouragement and love, and for youl
support in SO many ways.

you to all of you. I love you dearly as n’{\ﬂ”

your faithfulness, for your practical he|g

and give me good health so that | can
carry on with his ministry in this place
)and serve you as we continue to grow
together in Christ.
S Uesve Golu with thé word$ ab St Pal
to the congregation in Philipgi, An d
peace of God which passes all
understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finall)
brothers and sister, whatever is true,
atever is noble, whatever is right,
Wwhatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatevergs agdmirablgif anythiggsis ¢
excellent or praiseworthythink about
uch things. Whatever you have learn
or received or heard from me, or seen
lin me- put it into practice. And the Goo
of peace wil!l b e

You have been Christ to me, and |
that our Lord will continue to sustain

ra
e

y In Christ and his service,
Pastor Joe, Lent, 2009
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This is the first day of Lent. Christians remember the forty
days and nights Jesus spent alone in the wilderness and

the temptations he faced. It

lasts for forty days and ends

on Holy Saturday which is the day before Easter Sunday.
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